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Just before school ended for the summer, a couple hundred Lewiston
students in grade 3 enjoyed field trips to Museum L-A. They learned
about the weaving industry that filled our now-empty mill buildings.
They discovered how the famous Bates bedspreads were created.
They went back to school to try their hand at designing a bedspread.
Enjoy the four examples of their creative designs on this page.

St. Peter’s Basilica

St. Mary’s Hospital

You can look at over 200 student bedspread designs and read the 3rd-graders’
short essays about their designs when you visit museumL-A.
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Guess where you can
find out what thes_'e Before You Visit Brickyard Roads: Guess how many
terms mean to brick- brickyards we know about that have operated in the
makers? Lewiston-Auburn area over the past 170 years?
Choices: 2, 4, 8, 15, 22, 26, 32, 40, 66
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Beds read
Design Confest

It has begun!

Try your hand at designing a bedspread.
Pick up the entry form and contest guidelines

in the museum’s Bates Design Dept. upstairs.
Return your entry before Dec. 31, 2009.
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smoothly. If the loom broke down and stopped weav-

with the FIXER in order to keep his loom running
ing, the WEAVER lost some of his pay!

dots on the design paper, once a new pattern was
A WEAVER needed to have a good relationship

approved?
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: ASK an Expert: |
' Astudent asked: Q: Did those famous people and :
:presidents choose those bedspreads? A: Thatis a'
.great question. None of the people who had a famous'
-Bates bedspread named for them was living at the time,
-that Bates Manufacturing decided to create a series of'
IPre3|dent|al Bedspreads in the 1960s and 1970s. The,
Iteam of workers who designed these bedspreads thought.
'that a series of bedspreads named for several famous.
'U S. Presidents and their wives (Martha Washlngton-
and Abigail Adams) would be popular and sell well be- -
. cause Americans were feeling very patriotic. :
: Those Presidential Bedspreads are woven on very!
.compllcated looms that can make patterns and designs |
-that are raised, or puffy. In order to do that, the design,
Ifor the bedspread must be transferred to about 12,000,
Ipunch cards that instruct the loom exactly how to
'weave. Annette Vance Dorey, Chief Detective 1

One Saturday in the
Kids Korner, two very
young sisters enjoyed
themselves with a puzzle
and reading books, be-
fore discovering the balls
of colorful yarn they de-
cided to unwind.

Seeing and hearing the
stories told by mill
workers —some worked
40 or 50 years in their
mill jobs! —was one of
the best parts of their
visit, according to many
students when Museum
L-A visited their schools
one week later.

Boys and girls listened carefully and learned
about the whole process of designing intricate
patterns & weaving heirloom bedspreads.
They were also eager to ask Questions ! =

TUE CAEATION OF
A WOV NETETREAD

How long did it take to
build Bates Mill?

Were there other places to
work besides in the mills?

How many people got sick
here, from that stuffin
their lungs?

How many things of thread
does it take to make one
bedspread?

Did those famous people
and presidents choose
those bedspread designs,
or were they named when
you made them?

Did children really work in
the mills?




